


















FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR THE
GROUND-BASED MIDCOURSE DEFENSEINITIAL DEFENSIVE

OPERATIONS CAPABILITY AT VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The EnvironmentalAssessment(EA) evaluatesthe potentialimpacts associatedwith implementingthe
proposedMissile DefenseAgency (MDA) Ground-BasedMidcourseDefense(GMD) Initial Defensive
OperationsCapability(IDOC) at VandenbergAFB, California (“ProposedAction”). The purposeof the
ProposedAction is to provide an initial defensiveoperationalcapability(IDOC) at VandenbergAFB to
defend the United States againsta limited attack by long-rangeballistic missiles. The MDA has
requestedthe utilization of various facilities at VandenbergAFB, and has preparedan EA on the
ProposedAction. The MDA is the leadagencyfor preparationof the EA, and the U.S. Air Force is a
cooperatingagency. The Air Force decisioninvolves the MDA utilization of Air Force facilities at
VandenbergAFB. TheGMD IDOCVandenbergAFB EA is attachedandincorporatedby reference.

The MDA is responsiblefor developing,testing,anddeployingthe Ballistic MissileDefenseSystem.The
Ballistic Missile DefenseSystemis designedto interceptthreatmissilesduringall phasesof their flight:
boost,midcourse,and terminal. The Ground-BasedMidcourseDefense(GMD) is a componentof the
midcoursedefense,duringwhichthe Ground-BasedInterceptors(GBIs) interceptanddestroylong-range
missiles during the ballistic (midcourse) phase of their flight before their reentry into the Earth’s
atmosphere.

2,0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSEDACTION AND
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

TheProposedAction woulduseand/ormodify four existingmissilesilos andothersupportingfacilitiesat
VandenbergAFB as part of the GMD IDOC. The four missilesilos would be in an operationalstateat
VandenbergAFB with GBIs installed, ready to defend the United States againsta limited strategic
ballistic missile attack, One silo could function as bothan operationalsilo and a test launchsilo. This
dual-usecapability would enablethe GMD program to use the silo for occasionaltest launchesas
analyzedin the GMD ExtendedTestRangeEnvironmentalImpact Statement(July 2003). At all other
times,the dual-usesilo wouldbein an operationalstate.

SeveralalternativeVandenbergAFB facilities andlocationswereconsideredfor useaspart of the IDOC
ProposedAction. Thesealternativelocationsdid not meetall necessarycriteria determinedin accordance
with MDA Directive4165.02,ComprehensiveSiting AnalysisProcess,andthuswerenot carriedforward
for analysis.

Under the No-action Alternative, GBI launch facilities at VandenbergAFB for initial defensive
operationswould not be established.VandenbergAFB would continuewith normal activities,including
launchingmissiles as analyzedin prior environmentaldocuments.GMD ExtendedTest Range tests
would continue.By implementingthe No-actionAlternative, GMD would not expandthe capability at
VandenbergAFB to provide an initial defensivecapability for the UnitedStatesagainstthe threatof a
limited strategicballistic missileattack.



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The EA presentsthe analysisanddescriptionof potentialenvironmentalimpactsthat could result from
the ProposedAction and Alternatives. The resourceareasexaminedwere air quality, biological
resources,cultural resources,geology and soils, hazardousmaterials and waste, health and safety,
infrastructure, land use, noise, socioeconomics,water and environmentaljustice. Eachenvironmental
resourcewas evaluatedaccordingto alist of activitiesthat weredeterminedto benecessaryto accomplish
the ProposedAction. Implementationof the ProposedAction on VandenbergAFB would not result in
significant impactsto anyof the resourceareaslistedabove.All activitieswould be in compliancewith
applicablefederal,state,andlocal regulationsandrequirements.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Basedon a careful reviewof the analysesanddatain the EnvironmentalAssessmentin accordancewith
Air ForceNEPAregulations,32 CFRPart989, no significantimpactto thenaturalor humanenvironment
would be expectedfrom implementingthe ProposedAction. Therefore,issuanceof a Finding of No
Significant Impactis warranted,andpreparationof anEnvironmentalImpactStatement,pursuantto the
NationalEnvironmentalPolicy Act of 1969 (PublicLaw 91-190) is not required.

~en~neral,S~
manderAFSPC

DATE:



UNCLASSIFIED
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE

Form Approved
OMB No. 0704-0188REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE

1a. REPORT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

2a. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY

2b. DECLASSIFICATION/DOWNGRADING SCHEDULE

4. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S)

6a. NAME OF PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 6b. OFFICE SYMBOL
(If applicable)

6c. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code)

8a. NAME OF FUNDING/SPONSORING
ORGANIZATION

8b. OFFICE SYMBOL
(if applicable)

8c. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code)

3. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY OF REPORT

1b. RESTRICTIVE MARKINGS

5. MONITORING ORGANIZATION REPORT NUMBER(S)

7a. NAME OF MONITORING ORGANIZATION

7b. ADDRESS (City, State, and ZIP Code)

9. PROCUREMENT INSTRUMENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

10. SOURCE OF FUNDING NUMBERS

PROGRAM ELEMENT
NO.

PROJECT
NO.

TASK
NO.

WORK UNIT
ACCESSION NO.

11. TITLE (Include Security Classification)

12. PERSONAL AUTHOR(S)

13a. TYPE OF REPORT 13B. TIME COVERED

FROM TO
14. DATE OF REPORT (Year, Month, Day) 15. PAGE COUNT

16. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTATION

18. SUBJECT TERMS (Continue on reverse if necessary and identify by block number)17. COSATI CODES

FIELD GROUP SUB-GROUP

19. ABSTRACT (Continue on reverse if necessary and identify by block number)

20. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY OF ABSTRACT

UNCLASSIFIED/UNLIMITED SAME AS RPT. DTIC USERS

21. ABSTRACT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

22a. NAME OF RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL

X

22b. TELEPHONE (Include Area Code) 22c. OFFICE SYMBOL

DD Form 1473, JUN 86 Previous editions are obsolete SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE

UNCLASSIFIED

fenton-mcenirya
 Final EA

fenton-mcenirya
 2003 August 28

fenton-mcenirya
      The Missile Defense Agency is responsible for developing the Ground-Based Missile Defense (GMD) element, which is designed to intercept long-range ballistic missiles before their reentry into the earth’s atmosphere.  In 2002, the President directed the Department of Defense to field a set of initial missile defense capabilities (National Presidential Directive 23) that would begin operation on 30 September 2004.  In support of this directive, the Proposed Action would establish operational Ground-Based Interceptor (GBI) launch facilities at Vandenberg AFB as an initial defense of the United States from a limited ballistic missile attack.  
     These defensive capabilities would be achieved by new construction and use and/or modification of existing missile launch locations and other supporting facilities at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California as part of the GMD Initial Defensive Operations Capability (IDOC) program.  The GMD IDOC activities would be operational, not test in nature.  Operational launches would only occur in an emergency as an initial defense against a limited long-range ballistic missile attack. 
     The components associated with an operational IDOC include the GBIs installed in missile silos, a Component Site Communication Node or potentially a GMD Fire Control Node, a Readiness Station, Missile Assembly/Exoatmospheric Kill Vehicle/Interceptor Integration Building, sensors (existing range radars and fixed or mobile telemetry and optics equipment), and an In-Flight Interceptor Communication System Data Terminal (fixed or relocatable).
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